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AS President Roosevelt has said, the question of the future employ-
ment and disposal of the Italian Fleet has been the subject of
some discussion. In particular, consideration has been given to the
immediate reinforcement of the Soviet Navy either from Anglo-
American or Italian resources. On these discussions, I have no state-
ment to make other than to say that at present no change is
contemplated in the arrangements with the Italian naval authorities
under which Italian ships and their crews take part in the common
struggle against the enemy in the theatres where they now operate.
It may well be found that the general question of enemy or ex-enemy
fleet disposal would best be left over till the end of the war against
both Germany and Japan, when the entire position can be surveyed
by the victorious Allies, and what is right and just can be done.